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as well as oppositions such as " believers and heathen." I do
not say that these limits are not transcended in principle;
but religion is too constantly associated in men's minds with a
certain type of organization and a certain outlook, to allow of
its being applied, without grave danger of misinterpretation, to
doctrines where the point of view is very different. Of all pos-
sible choices, the word Tradition seems the best. Another
alternative, "philosophy," is even less satisfactory than
"religion "; for it is too often associated with closed systems
and with the persons of their founders. I therefore reject both
such phrases as " Hindu religion " or " Tibetan philosophy " as
being misleading; I will refer to them as the " Hindu and
Tibetan Traditions." To bring out the distinction still better,
I would say that " the Christian religion is a special mode of
Tradition peculiar to the West."

Tradition, because of its comprehensive character, is not
easy to define; but a few indications may make it clearer* It
embraces the whole of a civilization, in all its modes and depart-
ments, so that it cannot be said of any element that it exists
independently of the traditional influence; there is no place for
a " profane " point of view. A traditional civilization has its
roots fixed in a doctrine of the purely metaphysical order,
beyond the limitation even of Personality. This doctrine gives
to the whole its principle or sufficient cause. The other con-
stituents of the Tradition, whether ethical, social, or artistic,
down to the most petty activities of daily life, all derive their
authority from this doctrine, to be exercised within their pre-
scribed spheres. Ideas of a metaphysical order are the cement
which binds every part together. The whole body of thought
must be viewed as a hierarchy, with pure metaphysic at the
head.

The mechanism by which the Truth is made to circulate
through the body is the Tradition from Master to pupil, which
stretches ba#k into the past and reaches forward to the future.
By the doctrine so handed down, all parts are related to one
another; they derive from it both stability and elasticity. No
set boundaries can be recognized by Tradition as a whole; it
can only be taken as the equivalent of Knowledge itself.

When employing the word in its full sense, I have always
been careful to spell it with a capital T: only when using it in
the ordinary loose way, as an equivalent of custom, have I